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FRAEMERS

Some framers are having
great success with a hybrid
component and conventional
wall framing approach.

(] Manufacturing rough openings in a
plant improves site placement accuracy
efficiency dues to consistent framing
every time.

[_J Componentized wall sections also sig-
nificantly reduce jobsite waste and
allow for the use of alternative header
approaches and materials.

(L] Having the ability to deliver compo-
nents just in time to urban jobsites
alleviates the need for hard-to-find
storage and staging areas.
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Better, Faster, Smarter: Componentizd Rough Openings
Are Making a Difference for Framers

aterial efficiency is an important aspect of the framing business and one
.¥ -+ that's a concern for many general contractors and framing crews. It's a
snnple fact in the construction industry that using less material means spending less
money in both labor and material. This is clearly a broad brush and just one way
through which to view material efficiently. We view material efficiency as a new
method or an idea for performing the same process in a smarter way.

Innovative framing, the industry’s tag for what some folks call advanced framing,

component framing or engineered framing, is the smarter way. Over the years, our
framing businesses have become smarter and have started using compo-
nent-manufactured truss openings on our jobsites. They've allowed us to
increase our material efficiency on the jobsite while maintaining structural
integrity and uniformity.

First, and possibly one of the largest advantages of using trussed open-
ings (TO) (i.e., structural components that use truss technology to create
window and door openings), is that site accuracy increases. Whether we're
framing window or door openings, we know component TOs were built in
a controlled environment and perhaps even from a template. Using fixed
machinery in a controlled setting results in lengths cut to exact specifica-
tions. This allows assembly to be carried out in exactly the same manner
every time. On a jobsite, there could be 10 different crewmen cutting and
assembling headers and rough opening members, and each one will cut
studs and assemble the rough opening a bit differently than the other. TOs
' take that margin of error out of the building installation equation and ensure
. consistency for every one of the jobsite's rough openings.

Second, TOs reduce field assembly production time. The old adage of “time is
money” rings true on every jobsite, and when framing walls, the most time-consum-
ing steps are those associated with framing openings. There are five different pieces
that need to be cut and assembled to complete the design and framing of a rough
opening: header lumber, fillers, jack studs, sill studs and cripple studs.

By eliminating the need for workers to make all those cuts, wall erection time is
drastically reduced. TOs arrive ready for installation, and your crew is able to frame
around them and move on to the next wall section. Further, if you have a rough
opening design that's complex or just out of the ordinary, TOs take the complexity
off the jobsite and allow the component manufacturer (CM) to do it in the factory,
which is generally much easier.

An added bonus in reducing site-cut studs is there are fewer scraps for the framers to
spend time cleaning up and less waste going into the dumpster. It's always impera-
tive the floor is clear of any obstacles, whether it be tools, power cords or materials.
Header and rough opening creation produces the most off-cuts and scrap wood of
any of the steps in the wall assembly framing process. Obviously, taking time to
clean up takes away from assembly time. Further, using TOs reduces lumber waste,
which is all part of our material efficiency objective.

Third, innovatively framed TOs do away with conventional heavy timbers for header
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- The Secret is Out!
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